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EnVironmentaI Justice Showcase Communities |

The u.S. Environmental Protection Agency has committed $1,000,000 to address
environmental justice challenges in ten communities across the nation. The Agency is
providing $100,000 per project over the next two years to help alleviate the
envnronmental and human heaith chaIIenges facmg many Amerlcan communltles

The Envirohmental Justice Showcase Communltles effort brings together .
governmental and non- governmental organlzat|ons ‘and pools their.collective -
. resources and expertise on the best ways to achieve real results in communltles.

Each Reglon throughout the country- has communltles with- Envuronmental Justlce
' concerns |ncIud|ng '

-multlple dlsproportlonate envnronmental health burdens
population vulnerability

limits to effective part|c1pat|on in deasuons with enwronmental and health
consequences

opportunities for multiple federal, state and local agency coIIaboratlon W|th a .

focus on green development
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: Therefore EPA will work to lmprove collaboration in the dehvery of serwces to
support communltles with envnronmental Justlce issues.
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/'T-he successes and Iessons learned in these demonstra’tion projects will be used to
help guide the deS|gn and lmplementatlon of future Environmental Justice projects
and will help EPA increase its ablllty to address local environmental challenges in
more effective, efficient, and sustainable ways.
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Staten Island, New York - EPA Region 2 is working with the North Shore of Staten
Island, a former industrial community that contains abandoned, contaminated, and
regulated properties along the waterfront, because the nelghborhood has seen-an
increase in the number of kids with, elevated lead levels in their blood. EPA, in
consultation with key community members, state and local health agencies, is
developlng a communlty based health strategy for the area.
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